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Rio de Janeiro, December 12, 2003 — Tele Norte Leste Participagdes S/A released today in
Brazil a “Comunicado” or Statement in compliance with section 157, paragraph 4 of Law
6.404/76 and with Instruction CVM nr 358/02, stating that its operational subsidiary TELEMAR
NORTE LESTE SA. (“TELEMAR’) subscribed today to new shares of COARI
PARTICIPACOES S.A., a publicly traded company with head offices in the City and State of
S80 Paulo, at Rua Pamplona, 818, conj. 92, enrolled CNPJMF under nr 04.030.087/0001-09
(“Company”), as a result of an increase in the Company’'s capital in the amount of R$
160,000.00, approved by al of the Company’s shareholders. TELEMAR subscribed to
16,000,000 shares, which added to the 22,496 shares already owned by TELEMAR, bring its
total holdings to 16,022,496 shares. The Company’s capital is R$165,000.00, and TELEMAR
holds 97.11% of it. The acquisition of the control of the Company allows TELEMAR to useit as
a vehicle should it decide to participate in the possible consolidation of the telecommunications
sector.

Marcos Grodetzky
Investor Relations Officer



